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Office Action Summary 



Examiner 

Morton Foelak 



Applicant(s) 

PACHL ET AL 



Art Unit 

1711 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THF MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. , ^ , , hoh 

Se mCy b^^^^^^ under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). .r. r.o event, however, r.ay a reply be t,n.e,y hied 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of ^^^'^^.^^^J^l^'^^^'^"" ... ^ statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)R! This action is FINAL. 2b)H This action is non-final. 



3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fon^al matters prosecuUon as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1:26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim{s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1:25 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are. a)0 accepted or bjD objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAll b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2,n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17, 2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
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1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) 
Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6) 
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Part of Paper No, 14 



Application/Control Number: 09/300,930 ^^9® ^ 

Art Unit: 1711 

^ Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(B) A Datent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
ort^ in seln 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the p iorart are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time *e 
Len^n Is made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Carey et al taken with Wycech et al and Kagoshima et al for reasons of record, namely 
par. 1 of 1 1/28/00 of the Final Rejection of record (paper # 6). 

With regard to the primary reference applicants' arguments regarding the super 
atmospheric pressure used . .baming and the phosphoric acid used being dehydrated, it 
is again reiterated that the re son for the use of pressure employed is so that an 
exothermic reaction can be prevented or controlled. In addition applicants have not 
shown that the phosphoric acid catalyst employed in the primary reference contains 
substantially water free (as defined by applicants on page 5 of the instant case as 
containing less than about 1 0 % water). 

With regard to Kagoshima et al note that the boron trifluoride complex catalyst 
called for by patentees is a hydrogen donor Lewis acid and would inherently create an 
exothermic reaction upon contact with the epoxy resin. 

Applicants' arguments with regard to Wycech et al have been considered 
however note that the instant claims are not limited to liquid epoxy resins and is cited to 
teach that ie well known to use a side A and a side B epoxy resin-catalyst system 



Application/Control Number: 09/300,930 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1711 

containing expandable microspheres which when heated provided during the curing of 
the epoxy resin composition expand them in situ. 

The teachings of the secondary references provide motivation to one skilled in 
the art to add expandable microspheres and the use of rubbers in the composition of 
Carey et al. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Morton Foelak whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
2442. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Seidleck can be reached on (703) 308-2462. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
872-9310 for regular communications and (703) 872-931 1 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 

0661. 7^^~i^ 




Morton Foelak 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1711 
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